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Qualify vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 



A3 fp r jrh 

IfjbteJ: 

CcJujacu/u 


Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 
8:00 am to 8:00 
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E-mmh budgelaruba@setarnet.aw - www.budgetaruba.com 


"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 


Opposition march 
demands 'truth' 
about Chavez health 


CARACAS (AFP) - Hun¬ 
dreds of opposition protesters 
marched in Caracas on Sun¬ 
day, chanting "we want the 
truth” as they called on the 
government to give more de¬ 
tails about the health of can¬ 
cer-stricken President Hugo 
Chavez. 

Waving Venezuelan flags, 
the protesters rallied to a 
street where some 50 univer¬ 
sity students have staged a 


week-long sit-in to demand 
more transparency about 
Chavez's condition. 

”We want to know what is 
going with Chavez's health, if 
he is alive or dead, and we 
want elections," said Dario 
Alberici, 55, an public ac¬ 
countant who was blowing 
on a plastic trumpet in the 
yellow, red and blue colors of 
Venezuela. 

Continued on pg 6 


The Largest Selection of 
Liquors on the Island! 


Lowest prices guaranteed! 
We also deliver 


A great variation in wines also 


L.G. Smith Blvd. 150 
Certified Megamall 
Tel: 5883369 
Open: 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. 



LIQUOR SHOP 




The Minister with the March 18 organising committee 


Aruba’s Minister of Economic 
& Social Affairs and Culture, 
Michelle Hooyboer Winklaar, 
was joined by members of the 
National Day planning commit¬ 
tee in announcing that three 
spectacular days of events are 
planned for this year's obser¬ 
vance of Aruba's most impor¬ 
tant national holiday. March 18 
falls on a Monday, allowing for 
a three-day weekend, and 
events will take place all week¬ 
end long. This year, it has been 
decided to dub the entire 
month, "National Month," with 
various community centers 
conducting events prior to the 
actual day, and after. 

Homage to "Himno y Ban¬ 
dera" Day, "Anthem & Flag" 
Day, will begin on Saturday, 
March 16 with a solemn cere¬ 
mony at the March 18 Memo¬ 
rial on Irausquin Boulevard, 
across from Wilhelmina Park. 
Here the Prime Minister and 
dignitaries will honor those 
who originally signed the peti¬ 
tion for Aruban autonomy, and 
those brave statesmen who 
founded the movement. 

Sunday, March 17 will 
mark the official opening of 
the Aruba Linear Park at the 
Plaza Turismo across from 
Talk of the Town Resort. The 


entire day the plaza will be 
filled with booths and shows 
from various groups. Crafts 
paying homage to Aruba's flag, 
snacks, and refreshments will 
be on sale throughout the day. 

In the evening, the festivi¬ 
ties to move to the traditional 
location of the Plaza G.F. 
Betico Croes behind the Cas di 
Cultura. The annual 
cultural/patriotic show will be 
conducted in the band shell, 
with a particularly spectacular 
array of the islands most dis¬ 
tinguished performers. 

On Monday, March 18, the 
official protocol ceremony, 


with placing of memorial 
wreaths, will take place in the 
morning, followed by a day 
filled with activities within the 
various barrios, conducted by 
their community centers. 

The organizing committee 
invite all island residents and 
visitors to join them for these 
entertaining programs. They 
also request all groups wishing 
to conduct celebratory events or 
participate in those taking place 
on the March 17. to please con¬ 
tact the Department of Culture 
to register their events for pro¬ 
motion in the program. 

By Rosalie Klein 


A spectacular celebration 
planned for Aruba’s National 
Day, March 18 
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Open Pally 8 pm - 10 ish ~ A|1 Y° u can ea t 
Breakfast 8 am to 12 pm pancakes ^coffee 

Lunch/Dinner 12 pm - 10 ish ‘ 6 9 9 

phone number 586-3904 ^ ^,- 2 Eggs Toast 



NOW Serving 



Coffee *4.49 


lunch and dinner 
seven day® 
a week, 

delivery in hotel area 


Free Coffee 
Unlimited 
Refills with 
any 


4^ 



Across from Radisson Resort 
fhind the "1^ Aruba sign" 


► 5 Burgers Aruba 

St m 


iBiivcry in riiiim drsd * - ^ _ o ii 

r orders oversso Breakfast entree! BUPgerS, FneS.. 6 More! 



Delivery Available 11 am - 3 am 



Dutch Minister of Defense to visit 
Aruba and Social Formation Group 



Aruba’s Government 
approves 2013 
Budget 


Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert, 
Dutch Minister of Defense, 
along with Commander of 
Military Forces, Tom Mid- 
dendorp, are expected on the 
islands of Aruba, Bonaire and 
Curacao. During their visit 
here, they will be given ex¬ 
tensive information regarding 
the Marine Force and Coast 
Guard for the Caribbean re¬ 


gion. 

The working visit will 
begin in Curacao, where the 
Minister will hold talks with, 
among others, Daniel Hodge, 
Prime Minister of Curacao. 
At Parera, the Marine base, 
the Commander of the Naval 
Forces in the Caribbean re¬ 
gion, General Brigada of the 
Marines, Dick Swijgman, 


will inform the Minister of 
the marines operations in the 
region and of their operations 
with respect to the intercep¬ 
tion of drugs. 

At the Marines Camp in 
Sufficant, Hennis will meet 
the military team there re¬ 
ceiving formation. 

The Dutch delegation will 
later be transported to Aruba 
aboard the cutter, Panter. Here 
on Aruba the Minister will 
meet with Aruba's Governor, 
Fredis Refunjol and the Prime 
Minister. This will be fol¬ 
lowed by a visit to the 
Marines Camp in Savaneta. In 
Savaneta, Hennis will talk to 
the marines of the 32nd in- 
fantrie. They will also visit the 
Coast Guard and the Social 
Formation Group. Thge Min¬ 
ister will conclude her visit in 
Bonaire with a bilatteral delib¬ 
eration with the interim Lieu¬ 
tenant Governor, Wilbert 
Stolte. The final vist by Hen¬ 
nis and Middendorp will be to 
the Marechaussee Brigade on 
the island, who are responsi¬ 
ble for customs affairs. 

Aruba's Prime Minister 
met the new Minister last De¬ 
cember during a working 
visit in Holland. 

There he learned that Hen¬ 
nis is also a staunch supporter 
of keeping the Dutch Marines 
Camp intact on Aruba. He 
emphasized that the Marines 
play a vital role in the stabil¬ 
ity of the Dutch Kingdom as 
well as for the region. Their 
interest goes beyond the mat¬ 
ter of defense, they also play 
a vital role in the Social For¬ 
mation program as well as as¬ 
sists in cases of calamities. 

After learning about the 
success of the first group of 
young people in the Social 
Formation Program, Hennis 
expressed the desire to see 
the program in action during 
her visit to Aruba. Hence, one 
of the items on her agenda 
will be a visit to the Marines 
Camp to visit the Social For¬ 
mation Group. 


Last Friday, the Council of 
Ministers approved the 2013 
island budget. According to 
the Minister of Finace, ... 
"The financial deficit of the 
2013 budget is projected to 
be 223 million Florins - 
meaning a considerable re¬ 
duction of 184 million 
Florins of what was inherited 
at the end of 2009." 

According to the Minister, 
they were able to reduce the 
deficit proportionately com¬ 
pared to our GDP of 9.4% in 
2010, to 7.1% in 2011, to 5.6 
in 2012 and now to 4.5% in 
2013. 

They project that in 2014 
the deficit will reach an inter¬ 
national norm of 3% com¬ 
pared to the GDP. They also 
calculate an economic 
growth of 3.5% in view of the 
continual positive develop¬ 
ments in tourism and due to 
the different projects under 
execution. The island 
achieved an additional in¬ 
come of 210 million Florins 
from Valero in 2010. Accord¬ 


ing to the government, the fi¬ 
nancial deficit for 2013 will 
be 223 million Florins, which 
is 50 million Florins less than 
last year. 

The total income for 2013 
will be about 1.1 billion 
Florins, while expenses will 
run about 1.3 billion Florins. 
According to the Minister of 
Finance, they have reduced 
spending in order to maintain 
the financial deficit despite 
that the economic activities 
were less than what was ex¬ 
pected at the beginning of the 
year. 

The law governing the 
2013 budget is currently at 
the Governor's Office and 
will soon be submitted to the 
General Advice Council on 
its normal legislative course, 
to finally be approved as law. 
The government has done 
and is doing their utmost to 
manage our finances in a re¬ 
sponsible, structural and 
manageable manner, says 
Minister of Finance, de 
Mezas. 


UNITED COMMERCIAL CITY N.V. 


UNITED COMMERCIAL CITY N.V. UNITED HOME DEPOT UNITED COMMERCIAL CITY 
Auenida lillo Croes 17*V P Dakota Arendsstraat 114 Shaba 82 - Ncord 

Next la Botica Fergusnn In front of TEC 

Tel.; 5887776 


Tel.: 5885488 


Ountla Shopping Mall 
Tel.; 5872222 



email: uhd2@hotm 


Authentic /j’lClhztC &ci&wte Tel: S8670 44 ■ 5867144 


PiCIALi 


Valid only for the month of March, 2013 
Bring this coupon to get this promotion 

3 Course Local Menu 

appetizer, entree and dessert 


Appetizers 

Fish Soup, French Onion Soup, Salad 

Entree choices include 
these specialties 

Aruban Combo, Cabrito Stoba, Ribs, Keshi Yena 
Chicken, Fisherman’s Loot, Gasparito Chicken 

Desserts 

Ice Cream, Quesillo or Chocolate Cake 



Don’t forget aoourour early bird special 
running between 5;30 to 6:30i 



RESTAURANT ART GUI! ERY 
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Havenstraat 32 


tel: 583-0779 . N v 

Behind Royal Plaza Mall 


The Sunwear from 

MONACO 
ARUBA! 


now on 


Betrano Henriquez 
recognized for 56 
years in music 



This past week, Betrano Hen¬ 
riquez was pleasantly sur¬ 
prised by a visit from the 
Prime Minister of Aruba. The 
Prime Minister's visit was to 
present Henriquez with a 
commemorative plaque in 
recognition for his 56 years 
of dedication to music. Hen¬ 
riquez has been involved 
with music since his 14th 
year as one of the voices of 
the Mariachi Perla di Aruba 
(singing group). 

Betrano Henriquez re¬ 
counted with gusto how he 
began musically, first with 
Aguinaldo and later with 
Ranchera. He said that 
the..."best Aruban singers 
came from Savaneta!" Several 
of his nieces have continued 
into his footsteps and play 
various musical instruments. 

Henriquez was born on 
October 30, 1934 in the Yara 
Barrio where he still lives 
today. He remembers that 
Mariachi Perla di Aruba was 
founded on May 18, 1956, at 
the home of Supriano van der 
Linden and that he was their 


first singer. 

Betrano is more than a 
singer, he is also a composer. 
He participated in 5 produc¬ 
tions, and has many more 
compositions that are sung by 
others. It was suggested that 
all his compositions be col¬ 
lected and put into a com¬ 
bined format to honor this 
great singer and musician. 
During his 56 years of music 
he sang and played for nu¬ 
merous groups. This he did 
during his spare time as he 
was an employee of the Lago 
refinery. 

During his years he re¬ 
ceived several recognitions 
as a singer and musician. Be¬ 
trano is known for being a 
loving father and family man, 
loved by his neighbors and 
Barrio. He was given the 
recognition of Baluarte of Sa¬ 
vaneta by the Prime Minister 
in the presence of his two 
children. Bertano Henriquez 
expressed... 

"I am very happy to re¬ 
ceive this recognition today 
while I'm still alive." 


Sky Lounge reopens with 
a sleek new look 




Sleek Sky Lounge 


The Sky Lounge, located in 
the midst of the Paseo Heren- 
cia Shopping Center, has al¬ 
ways had a singular ambiance, 
where the island breeze gently 
caresses guests. The very 
charming night spot has been 
acquired by Alejandro Her¬ 
nandez and his wife Lorena, 
who are very enthusiastic 
about providing a laid back 
venue, "for the rest of us." 

Normally couched in a 
mellow atmosphere, the joint 
was jumping for a grand re¬ 
opening on Friday, March 1, 
with top local music groups 
Dushi Band and Oreo, with 
Claudius Phillips, providing 
the lively background. 

The owners emphasized 
how ideal the venue is for 
corporate parties, birthdays, 
product launching and holi¬ 
day events where they can 
easily accommodate groups 
both large and small in an ex¬ 
tremely unique environment. 
Their plan is to offer great 


prices and packages on group 
events, to exploit this charm¬ 
ing lounge fully. 

Sky Lounge is open daily 
from 5:00 PM to 1:00 AM on 
weekdays, and until 3:00 AM 
on the weekends. There are 
regularly scheduled happy 
hours to relax after work or 
while away the night, when 


New owners Alejandro and 
Lorena Hernandez 

drinks will be bargain priced. 
Live entertainment is sched¬ 
ule for every other Friday 
night and famous island DJ's 
on the weekends. 

For more information for 
a special party, they can be 
contacted at 592-5069. 

By Rosalie Klein 


With more than 

17 years of experience!\ 


alVEIRO CAR Wash 

Italiestraat 40 - tel: 7456734 

On Dura Home Center Parking Lot 
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AND BEACH LOUNGE 


DAILY HAPPY HOUR 4PM - 7PM 
2 FOR 1 ON ALL PREMIUM DRINKS! 


FOR RESERVATIONS 


CALL: 280-9967 


BEAUTIFUL LOUNGE AREA . BEACHTENNIS . VIP BOTTLE SERVICE . POOL WITH POOLBAR ' 


9 FLATSCREEN TVs . DELICIOUS FINGER FOOD MENU! 


12th Annual AHATA 
Recycling contest 
accepting entries 
now 



A Carnaval costume made of plastic 


bags 

Organizers of the annual 
Aruba Hotel and Tourism As¬ 
sociation (AHATA) Environ¬ 
mental Committee Recycled 
Art Expo and Contest re¬ 
cently announced deadlines 
for registration and submis¬ 
sion of artwork. 

The exposition will open 
on Monday, April 15 in the 
exposition room of the Cas di 
Cultura in Oranjestad. Sub¬ 
missions will remain on dis¬ 
play until Friday, April 26, 
when winners will be an¬ 
nounced and prizes awarded 
in seven categories. Dead¬ 
lines to register to partici¬ 
pated are April 1 for the 
individual categories and 
March 15 for group cate¬ 
gories of School/Business/Re¬ 
sort. 

The opening of the expo¬ 
sition will take place at 3:00 
PM on April 15 and all art¬ 
work must be completed and 
on display prior to the open¬ 
ing event. 


Group cate¬ 
gories are: Kinder¬ 
garten, Primary 
Schools Grades 1- 
3 and 4-6, Second¬ 
ary Schools and 
Group/Com¬ 
pany/Resort. Art¬ 
work by 

individuals will be 
judged under Pro¬ 
fessional or Ama¬ 
teur divisions. 

All work must 
be created by using 
recycled materials 
such as foam, plas¬ 
tics, cardboard 
boxes, bottle caps, 
beverage cans and 
bottles, juice 
boxes, wood, 
newspapers and 
magazines and 
broken glass or other 
debris. New materi¬ 
als such as glue and paint to 
construct and decorate the 
works of art are allowed. 

This year, visiting artist 

from Venezuela, Jose 

Brouzzo, who has regularly 
shown his creations from 
used cardboard boxes over 
the last few years, will be 
conducting classes on recy¬ 
cled art for the duration of the 
exposition. Organizers ex¬ 
press their sincere thanks to 
the Talk of the Town Resort 
in Oranjestad, which is spon¬ 
soring this special program. 

All are invited to visit this 
most entertaining and en¬ 
lightening exposition free of 
charge. It will be open to the 
public daily from 2:00 to 
5:00 PM, Monday through 
Friday. 

To register and for more 
information, call Vanessa 
Rasmussen at the AHATA of¬ 
fice: 582-2607 or email 
vanessa@ahata.com. 


"Milk Drops " opens at the 
Aruba National Library 


Artist involved in the program 


The Connection and nurturing process of breastfeeding 



Artwork on display 


On Friday evening, March 1, 
noted island artist Nelson 
Gonzalez was joined docu- 


mentarian Patrick Thomp¬ 
son, Poetess Tuesday Irving 
and musican/composer 


Andre Fe Grand in staging 
the ’’Milk Drops” Collective 
Art Exposition at Aruba's Na¬ 
tional Fibrary on George 
Madurostraat in Oranjestad. 

This was a re-imagining 
of a similar event in Curacao 
which dramatically traced the 
cultural origins and impact of 
breastfeeding on regional so¬ 
ciety. There, the artist ob¬ 
served an obvious allegory 
between the nurturing aspects 
of the milk of the mother to 
child as is the milk of Hol¬ 
land to their island territories 
in the Caribbean. Island 
women were invited to 
demonstrate the intimate ex¬ 
perience, and the audience 
was invited to observe and 
contemplate the importance 
of this simple, vital act, and 
its impact on a society. 

Patrick recorded the event, 
which will be integrated into 
a documentary in progress 
about traditions and culture of 
Aruba and Curacao. The 
demonstration was punctu¬ 
ated by poetry and music, 
which segued into the official 
opening of an exposition of 
photos by Patrick, which have 
been artistically manipulated 
by Nelson Gonzalez. The art¬ 
work will remain on display 
in the library's exposition 
room for two week, until 
March 14. The exposition can 
be viewed during regular li¬ 
brary hours from 7:30 AM 
until Noon daily; Tuesdays 
and Thursday from 1:30 to 
5:00 PM and on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 1:30 until 8:00 PM. 

This collaboration of four 
unique, creative talents has 
resulted in a reflective ex¬ 
hibit. Andre's unique, jazzy 
score is a perfect background 
for the images. Continuing 
updates and video of the 
event can be found on their 
Facebook page: Milk Drops 
Collective Art Exhibition. 

By Rosalie Klein 
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Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 
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Full Ownership Condominium 
Starting from US$ 350,000 
^ Financing available 

Rental income ^residences 
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www.diviarubaresidences.com Call 735 5252 or 735 5300 


'Jack' slays N. America 
box office 


Attention dog & cat owners! 

Animal Rights Aruba introduces a new 
Spay & Neuter campaign 


Oranjestad — Animal Rights 
Aruba now offers greatly dis¬ 
counted Spay & Neuter serv¬ 
ices at all three vet clinics on 
the island, so that dog and cat 
owners can choose between 
Contreras Veterinary Serv¬ 
ices, in Shaba and Savaneta, 
VKA in Noord, Way aka and 
San Nicholas or Animal Care 
Clinic, in Paradera. 

Dog & Cat owners are 
urged to take advantage of 


the offer, as Animal Right 
Aruba subsidizes the proce¬ 
dure by partially paying the 
vets for the operation. Dog & 
Cat owners are expected to 
participate with a very rea¬ 
sonable contribution. 

The prices for Spaying & 
Neutering services may vary 
a bit between the clinics, but 
the following is Animal Right 
Aruba’s guideline: For a male 
dog, owner’s contribution is 


Awg 50, for a female dog, 
owner’s contribution is Awg 
100, and for cats, owner’s 
contribute between Awg 20 
to Awg 30. 

Animal Rights Aruba 
spokesperson declares that 
everyone can now afford to 
have their pets fixed, improv¬ 
ing animal welfare on the is¬ 
land, and reducing the 
number of unwanted puppies 
and dogs on the street. 

Contreras Veterinary Serv¬ 
ices NV, Shaba 2, Tel: 297- 
587-0917 / 297-587-4467, 
Savaneta 117 Lokaal 2, 297- 
5 84-0918. www.conve- 

taruba.com, 
convet@setamet.aw 

Animal Care Clinic , Pa¬ 
radera 177 A, Tel.: 297-582- 
8382, www.acc-aruba.com, 
info@acc-aruba.com 

Veterinaire Kliniek & 
Pension, Wayaca 128 O’Stad, 
also clinics in Noord & San 
Nicholas, Tel: 297-582- 
1720, www.arubavets. com, 
info@arubavets.com / 
vkw@setarnet.aw. 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Big-budget action-adventure 
’’Jack the Giant Slayer” 
crushed all rivals in its debut 
weekend, easily topping the 
North American box office, 
industry estimates showed 
Sunday. 

’’Jack,” which stars 
Nicholas Hoult in the title 
role as a young farmhand bat¬ 
tling giants to save a princess, 
raked in $28 million in its 
first three days of release, ac¬ 
cording to box office tracker 
Exhibitor Relations. 

It easily unseated the com¬ 
edy ’’Identity Thief’ starring 
Melissa McCarthy and Jason 
Bateman, which dropped 
back to second place with 
$9.7 million in box office re¬ 
ceipts. So far, ’’Thief’ has 
taken in $107.4 million. 

Debuting in third place 
was comedy ”21 & Over,” 
about a medical student who 
goes out partying with his 
buddies for his 21st birthday 
on the eve of a major med 
school exam. The film took 
in $9 million from Friday to 
Sunday. 

In fourth place was horror 
sequel ’’The Last Exorcism 
Part II,” which earned an es¬ 


timated $8 million in its 
opening weekend. 

Action film ’’Snitch” star¬ 
ring Dwayne ’’The Rock” 
Johnson dropped from sec¬ 
ond to fifth place with $7.7 
million, followed by ani¬ 
mated kids movie ’’Escape 
from Planet Earth,” in sixth 
with $6.7 million. 




Tj\j 

Tv\ste of 

TTuAuthentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 
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Menswear, 
boyswearand more 


Aruba’s One And Only Department Store 


1 


\o<* 

Ladies, girls 
t and baby wear 


$\ 

14 ! 


N.V. 


Mainsfreet downtown Aruba^, 


f\o 01f 

Textile & notions, 

Article for kitchen, 

Bath and bedroom and more. 

f\0° r 

Office, Luggages and 
sporting gear. 

Comming soon Cafeteria] 


fcyCiruby 

Beat 

fr'vceb 


for the' 
feuvitiy 


A rubify 
BCg^e4t 
Store' 


Tel:5822120 Caya G.F Betico Croes 3 In the beginning of the mainstreet 
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Opposition march demands 'truth' 
about Chavez health 

Continued from pg 1 


Obama appoints new 
Mideast coordinator 



Opposition students protest demanding to know the real 


situation of President Hugo 

Pro-government protesters 
held their own rally in sup¬ 
port of Chavez in another part 
of the capital. 

Vice President Nicolas 
Maduro revealed Friday that 
the leftist leader is undergoing 
chemotherapy in a Caracas 
military hospital, but he says 
Chavez remains in charge. 

In power for 14 years, the 
once omnipresent president 
has not emerged in public 
since undergoing cancer sur¬ 
gery in Cuba on December 11. 

Chavez was first diag¬ 
nosed with cancer in the 
pelvic region in June 2011, 
but the government has never 


Chavez's health, in Caracas 

disclosed its exact nature, 
severity or location. 

’’Nobody knows where he 
is,” said Hector Gonzalez, a 
70-year-old engineer. ”If he is 
recovering, they should show 
him. The country cannot con¬ 
tinue in this uncertainty.” 

’’Nobody knows where he 
is,” said Hector Gonzalez, a 
70-year-old engineer. ”If he is 
recovering, they should show 
him. The country cannot con¬ 
tinue in this uncertainty.” 

Others said Venezuela was 
now under a ”de facto” gov¬ 
ernment as Chavez, who was 
re-elected in October, missed 


landoor 

^ ike JJntihan (jtill kouie 

Lunch Buffet 

Saturday-Sunday 

12:00 - 3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00 -11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 


his January 10 swearing-in 
ceremony. The Supreme 
Court backed the inaugura¬ 
tion’s delay. 

” We are in limbo, in a very 
uncertain, very illegitimate 
and very unconstitutional sit¬ 
uation,” Juan Pablo Baquero, 
33, a lawyer and university 
professor. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
President Barack Obama has 
appointed a new coordinator 
for the Middle East, North 
Africa and the Gulf, the 
White House announced Sat¬ 
urday. 

Philip Gordon, a veteran 
foreign policy expert, will 
take up his post on March 11. 

The appointment came 


China to seal Xi's power 
after months of pledges 


BEIJING (AFP) - Thousands 
of delegates from across 
China meet this week to seal 
a power transfer to new lead¬ 
ers who have raised expecta¬ 
tions with a deluge of 
propaganda during their first 
months running the Commu¬ 
nist Party. 

Xi Jinping is due to re¬ 
place Hu Jintao as China’s 
president at the annual Na¬ 
tional People’s Congress 
(NPC) in Beijing, a rubber- 
stamp parliament which 
meets on Tuesday. Li Ke- 
qiang will become premier, 
replacing Wen Jiabao. 

It is the final step in a gen¬ 
erational handover, four 
months after they took charge 
of the ruling party with 
pledges of cleaner government 
and greater devotion to peo- 


ple’s livelihoods — themes 
echoed across state-run media. 

Xi’s official appointment 
as president will end months 
of uncertainty following his 
appointment as Communist 
Party leader in November, 
said Jean Piere Cabestan, pol¬ 
itics professor at Hong Kong 
Baptist University. 

Xi’s position in the Com¬ 
munist Party is his real source 
of power, but his forthcoming 
government title will give 
him a more visible role, in¬ 
cluding on state trips abroad. 

Nearly 3,000 delegates 
gather Tuesday for around 10 
days to pass measures pre-ap- 
proved by party leaders, in¬ 
cluding a reorganisation of 
government bureaucracy that 
will see major ministerial 
mergers. 


British queen in hospital with 
gastroenteritis: palace 


LONDON (AFP) - Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth II, suffering 
from gastroenteritis, was ad¬ 
mitted to hospital on Sunday, 
a Buckingham Palace 
spokesman told AFP. 

All the 86-year-old's en¬ 
gagements for this week, in¬ 
cluding a visit to Rome, have 
been called off, the 
spokesman added. 

"The Queen is being as¬ 
sessed at King Edward VII’s 
Hospital in London after ex¬ 
periencing symptoms of gas¬ 


troenteritis. As a precaution, 
all official engagements this 
week will be either post¬ 
poned or cancelled,” he said. 

Britain's head of state is 
known for her robust health 
and devotion to duty, and 
rarely misses engagements. 

The monarch celebrated 
her diamond jubilee in 2012, 
marking her 60 years on the 
throne. This year further cer¬ 
emonies will be held to mark 
the six decades since her 
coronation in 1953. 


two weeks before Obama is 
set to visit Israel, Ramallah in 
the occupied Palestinian ter¬ 
ritories and Jordan. 

National Security Adviser 
Tom Donilon praised Gordon 
as a "key member” of 
Obama's foreign policy team 
who was the "perfect person” 
to coordinate US policy. 

"His work on international 
security, international eco¬ 
nomics and European and 
Middle Eastern Affairs make 
him the perfect person to co¬ 
ordinate our policy in this 
time of great challenge and 
opportunity in the Middle 
East, North Africa and the 
Gulf,” Donilon said in a as- 
tatement. 

Gordon has served as as¬ 
sistant secretary of state for 
European and Eurasian af¬ 
fairs since May 2009, with 
responsibility for US policy 
in 50 countries, as well as 
NATO, the European Union 
and the Organization for Se¬ 
curity and Co-operation in 
Europe. 


FOR 

SALE 


DIVI ARUBA PHOENIX 
TIMESHARE WEEKS 
GREAT PRICES, GREAT 
LOCATION, PALM BEACH 

HIGH SEASON 

WEEKS 2 TO IS 
JANUARY TO APRIL 

STUDIOS OR 
1 BEDROOMS SELLING 
AS LOW AS 

US $9,000. 

FOR MORE INFO 

PLEASE CALL 
intervalescape@gmail.com 
or call 

845 738 4100 
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International News 


Earth Hour says 
campaign spreads to 
50 countries 

k£ » 

4 


SINGAPORE (AFP) - A cam¬ 
paign by global environmental 
movement Earth Hour to get 
promises of action from indi¬ 
viduals and organisations has 
spread to at least 50 countries, 
its chief executive said. 

Andy Ridley said the "I Will 
If You Will” campaign, 
launched in 2012 in 13 coun¬ 
tries, is expected to expand its 
geographic reach almost four¬ 
fold this year, strengthening the 
group's impact beyond an an¬ 
nual lights-out event. 

"It worked. So this year, in¬ 
stead of 13, it will be at least 50, 
we already have at least 50 
countries confirmed." 

Last year the campaign 
spurred a 120,000-strong peti¬ 
tion in Russia that galvanised 
parliament to pass a law protect¬ 
ing the seas from oil pollution. 

Former Botswana president 
Festus Mogae also pledged to 


plant one million indigenous 
trees in four years. 

The countries involved last 
year included Singapore, Swe¬ 
den, Hong Kong and the United 
States. This year's participating 
countries include Australia, 
Britain and South Korea, with 
celebrities expected to make 
pledges. 

Singapore-based Earth 
Hour's headline campaign is an 
annual lights-out activity to un¬ 
derscore energy conservation. It 
was observed in 7,000 cities and 
towns in 152 countries and ter¬ 
ritories last year, the group said. 

This year's Earth Hour is 
scheduled for March 23 at 8:30 
pm in participating locations. 

Ridley, speaking at the 
global launch of Earth Hour 
2013, said the Asia-Pacific re¬ 
gion gives the movement its 
strongest support. 



RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) - Brazilian BOPE police elite unit 
personnel and marines patrol during an operation at 
Caju shantytown in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, early morning 
Sunday. Brazilian police on Sunday occupied crime-in¬ 
fested slums near Rio de Janeiro's international airport 
and seaport as part of efforts to drive out drug traffickers 
ahead of the 2014 World Cup. The operation, involved 
more than 1,300 police and members of the military 
backed by mechanized units of the Brazilian navy, which 
entered the favelas of Caju and Barreira do Vasco and 
seized control of their narrow streets. 


ATENCION 


CAP Compania Arubano di Petroleo N.V. ta informa publico en general cu e compania REPSGL lo 

had un investigation di exploration sismico den lama rond di Aruba. 

* E exploradon sismico aki ta tuma luga den cumplimento di un contract entre REPSOL y CAP a 
base di articulo 3 y 4 di e "Petroleumverordening zeegebied Aruba'". 

* E investigadon sismico lo cuminsa dia 15 di februari 2013 y lo dura mas of menos 40 dla. 

* E barco sismico SR/V VANTAGE to rastra un kabel cu un largura di 6 kilometer pa 9 kilometer y 
un diameter di 6 centimeter na un profundidad di 8 meter pa 10 meter bao di awa. 

* Dos otro barco di apoyo OM5 RESOLUTION y ELIZABETH-C lo duna sosten logistico na e 
operacionnan di e investigadon y lo mantene comunicacion cu barconan den e area. 

* Tur actividad lo ta na un distand a di mas di 3 kilometer for di costa. 

* CAP N.V. ta haci un petition na tur dono di barco pa coopera pa e investigadon por tuma 
lugar na un forma sigur y adecuado. 


CAP Compania Arubano di Pelroleo N.V. brings to the attention of the public in general that the 

company REPSOL will be conducting a seismic exploration survey offshore Aruba. 

* This seismic survey is conducted in fulfillment of a contract between REPSOL and CAP in accordance 
with articles 3 and 4 of the Petroleum Ordinance offshore Aruba. 

* The seismic survey will start the 15th of February 2013 and will have a duration of 40 days 
approximately. 

* The selmic vessel SR/V VANTAGE will tow a submarine cable of 6-9 kilometers with a diameter of 6 
centimeter at a depth of 8 -10 meters below sealevei. 

* Two support vessels OMS RESOLUTION and EUZABETH-C will give logistical assistance to the 
operations during the seismic survey and will maintain communications with other ships in the area. 

* Ail seismic acquisition will be conducted at a distance of more than 3 kilometer from the coast. 

* CAP N.V, requests the co-operation of boat owners In order to ensure that the survey is conducted in a 
safe and proper manner 


CAP. 

COMPANY ARUBANO DI PETRGLEO 


A 



REPSOL 


Assad refuses to quit as foes 
advance in north Syria 


DAMASCUS (AFP) - Presi¬ 
dent Bashar al-Assad insisted 
he will not step down and 
blasted Britain's support for 
his armed foes who reportedly 
killed dozens of soldiers on 
Sunday in attacks on a police 
academy in northern Syria. 

"We are ready to negotiate 
with anyone, including mili¬ 
tants who surrender their 
arms," Assad told Britain's 
Sunday Times newspaper, in a 
rare interview conducted last 
week at his Al-Muhajireen 
palace in Damascus. 

"We can engage in dialogue 
with the opposition, but we 
cannot engage in dialogue 
with terrorists," he said in the 
videotaped interview. 

His offer of talks was aired 
as UN chief Ban Ki-moon and 
his Syria envoy Lakhdar 
Brahimi said they were pre¬ 
pared to broker peace talks be¬ 
tween the Assad regime and 
the opposition. 


A joint statement by the pair 
said the UN would "be pre¬ 
pared to facilitate a dialogue 
between a strong and repre¬ 
sentative delegation from the 
opposition and a credible and 
empowered delegation from 
the Syrian government". 

The offer came after both 
sides in Syria had indicated a 
"willingness to engage in dia¬ 
logue", the UN said. 

In Iran, Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Salehi said that Assad, 
a close ally of Tehran, would 
contest a presidential election 
next year and it was up to the 
Syrian people to choose their 
own leader. 

Syria is locked in a two- 
year-old conflict in which the 
United Nations estimates more 
than 70,000 have been killed. 
But Assad rejected the idea of 
standing down to end the 
bloodshed. 

— Police academy, prison at¬ 
tacks — 


On the ground in the mainly 
opposition-held north, rebels 
killed more than 34 govern¬ 
ment forces in an attack on a 
police academy in Aleppo 
province and seized large parts 
of the facility, a monitoring 
group said. 

They "seized control at dawn 
of large parts of the police 
academy" in Khan al-Assal, 
after eight days of fierce fight¬ 
ing for one of the regime's last 
bastions in the west of Aleppo 
province, the Syrian Observa¬ 
tory for Human Rights said. 

It also reported that Jihadist 
fighters seized control of a 
prison in Raqa province and 
freed "hundreds" of detainees 
on Saturday night. 

A total of 182 people were 
killed in violence across Syria 
on Saturday, including 83 
rebels and two Palestinians 
hanged at the Yarmuk refugee 
camp in Damascus on suspi¬ 
cion of aiding the regime, it 
said in an updated toll. 
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Health & Living 


Elderly woman dies as 
result of Nurse refusal 
to CPR on patient 


— News reports today that a 
nurse at Glenwood Gardens, a 
senior living facility in Bakers¬ 
field, California, refused to 
perform CPR on an elderly 
woman earlier this week. Just 
to set the record straight, the 
patient did not have a do-not- 
resuscitate order. 

Dispatcher Tracy Halvorson 
begged the woman on the 
phone to start CPR on the 
eighty-seven year old. 

The nurse shared with the 
dispatcher that she refused to 
give the woman CPR because 
it was against the facility’s pol¬ 
icy for staff to do so. 

Once the dispatcher realized 
that she was not getting any¬ 
where with the nurse, she 
asked her to find someone who 
would be willing to help. 
Halvorson stated that she 
would talk someone through 
performing CPR. 


The ambulance arrived a 
few minutes later but unfortu¬ 
nately Lorraine did not sur¬ 
vive. She was later 
pronounced dead at Mercy 
Hospital Southwest. 

The facility’s executive di¬ 
rector, Jeffrey Toomer, sent a 
statement on behalf of Glen¬ 
wood Gardens to KGET, the 
NBC affiliate in Bakersfield. 
“In the event of a health emer¬ 
gency at this independent liv¬ 
ing community our practice is 
to immediately call emergency 
medical personnel for assis¬ 
tance and to wait with the in¬ 
dividual needing attention 
until such personnel arrives,” 
the statement said, according 
to the station. 

The statement also said a 
"thorough internal review of 
the matter" would be con¬ 
ducted. 



BEST PRICES 
ON 

THE ISLAND 


exceu-EJjTgjeTY of 


unicasa 

SUPERMARKET 


UNICASA 

Supermarket 


PALM BEACH #184 
TEI: (297) 586-8540 

Next to 

Grand Victoria Bar & Restaurant 
Close to the traffic lights 


Opening hours: # J and high rise hotel area 

\ Monday -' Saturday 8a7m7-12midnight / Sunday 8a.m - lOp.m 


Some facts about: Menopause 


Norway mulls decrimi¬ 
nalising heroin smoking 



— Menopause represents the 
end of menstruation. While 
technically it refers to the final 
menstrual period, it is not an 
abrupt event, but a gradual 
process. (Many women have 
irregular periods and other 
problems of perimenopause 
for years. It is not easy to pre¬ 
dict when menopause begins, 
although doctors agree it is 
complete when a woman has 
not had a period for a full 
year.) 

Causes & symptoms: 

Once a woman enters pu¬ 
berty, each month her body re¬ 
leases one of the more than 
400,000 eggs that are stored in 
her ovaries, and the lining of 
the womb (uterus) thickens in 
anticipation of receiving a fer¬ 
tilized egg. If the egg is not 
fertilized, progesterone levels 
drop and the uterine lining 
sheds and bleeds. 


By the time a woman 
reaches her late 30s or 40s, her 
ovaries begin to produce less 
estrogen and progesterone and 
release eggs less often. The 
gradual decline of estrogen 
causes a wide variety of 
changes in tissues that respond 
to estrogen—including the 
vagina, vulva, uterus, bladder, 
urethra, breasts, bones, heart, 
blood vessels, brain, skin, hair, 
and mucous membranes. Over 
the long term, the lack of es¬ 
trogen can make a woman 
more vulnerable to osteoporo¬ 
sis (which can begin in the 
40s) and heart disease. 

As the levels of hormones 
fluctuate, the menstrual cycle 
begins to change. Some 
women may have longer peri¬ 
ods with heavy flow followed 
by shorter cycles and very lit¬ 
tle bleeding. Others will begin 
to miss periods completely. 


During this time, a woman 
also becomes less able to get 
pregnant. 

The most common symp¬ 
tom of menopause is a change 
in the menstrual cycle, but 
there are various other symp¬ 
toms as well, including: 

*hot flashes 
*night sweats 

* insomnia 

*mood swings/irritability 
^memory or concentration 
problems 
*vaginal dryness 
*heavy bleeding 
*fatigue/depression 
*hadaches 
*heart palpitations 

* sexual disinterest 
*urinary changes 
^weight gain 

Treatment: 

Some women report success 
in using natural remedies to 
treat the unpleasant symptoms 
of menopause. Not all women 
need estrogen and some 
women cannot take it due to 
adverse side effects. Many 
doctors do not want to give 
hormones to women who are 
still having their periods. 

Herbs have been used to re¬ 
lieve menopausal symptoms 
for centuries. Women who 
choose to take herbs for 
menopausal symptoms should 
learn as much as possible 
about herbs and work with a 
qualified practitioner (an 
herbalist, a traditional Chinese 
doctor, or a naturopathic 
physician). 


OSLO (AFP) - The Norwe¬ 
gian government said Friday it 
wants to decriminalise the in¬ 
halation of heroin, a method 
considered less dangerous 
than injecting it, to reduce the 
number of overdoses in the 
country. 

The move would make 
smoking heroin an offense on 
par with injecting it, which is 
illegal in Norway but toler¬ 
ated. 

Oslo's municipality already 
operates a site where heroin 
addicts can inject drugs under 
safer, more hygienic circum¬ 
stances than they would have 
had access to otherwise. 

"The number of fatal over¬ 
doses is too high and I would 
say it's shameful for Norway," 
Health Minister Jonas Gahr 
Stoere told daily Dagsavisen. 

"The way addicts consume 
their drugs is central to the 
question of overdoses. My 
view is that we should allow 
people to smoke heroin since 
injecting it is more danger¬ 


ous," he said. 

Norway has one of Eu¬ 
rope's highest death rates 
among drug addicts, with 30 
percent of 262 fatal over¬ 
doses in 2011 coming from 
heroin, according to the Nor¬ 
wegian Institute for Alcohol 
and Drug Research, Sirus. 

By comparison, 168 peo¬ 
ple died on Norwegian roads 
in the same year. 

Stoere spoke six days be¬ 
fore the presentation of a 
government plan for fighting 
drug addiction, and claimed to 
have the backing of a majority 
of the centre-left coalition. 

"This isn't about some kind 
of legalisation of heroin but 
about being realistic," he said. 

"Those who are in the un¬ 
fortunate situation of injecting 
themselves in a (municipality) 
drug room should... be able to 
inhale. It is less dangerous, 
you consume less and the risk 
of contracting a disease is 
lower," he added. 

"It's a paradox that you can't 
smoke heroin when you can 
inject it, since the first method 
is less dangerous than the sec¬ 
ond," Sirus researcher Astrid 
Skretting said. 

"But the culture of injecting 
(which provides a more imme¬ 
diate effect than smoking) 
seems deeply rooted in Nor¬ 
way and it's not certain that a 
decriminalisation will lead to 
a radical change in behaviour," 
she added. 
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Sci-Tech 


SpaceX's capsule 
arrives at ISS 



- SPACE, ISS : This NASA 
image form video shows the 
SpaceX capsule Dragon being 
captured byb the Canada Arm 
on board the International 
Space Staion(ISS) yesterday.. 
The privately-owned un¬ 
manned US space capsule 
owned by SpaceX arrived at the 
International Space Station on 
Sunday, bringing to the space 
outpost food, scientific materi¬ 
als and other crucial equipment. 
The capsule named Dragon 
was captured — with the help of 
a robotic arm - by NASA Expe¬ 
dition 34 Commander Kevin 
Ford and Flight Engineer Tom 
Marshbum, 5:31 amEST (1031 
GMT), when the ISS was over 
northern Ukraine, US space of¬ 
ficials said. 

The US space agency said a 
hatch between Dragon and the 
ISS's Harmony module would 
be opened today as the capsule 
commenced its three-week- 


long stay at the orbiting space 
station. 

The craft, after being in¬ 
spected via cameras, was 
brought to the Earth-facing 
port of the Harmony module 
and bolted into place by com¬ 
mands from mission control. 

The original plan had been 
for Dragon to attach to the 
space station on Saturday, but 
the capsule ran into troubles 
with its thrusters shortly after 
Friday's launch from Cape 
Canaveral, Florida, triggering 
the delay. 

SpaceX engineers found 
that only one of the space¬ 
craft's four thruster pods, 
which help maneuver the cap¬ 
sule in orbit, was working, but 
the malfunction was fixed. 

The snafu has not delayed 
the capsule's splashdown, 
which remains scheduled for 
March 25, NASA said. 
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DISCOUNT 


Only at 

BOSS 

HUGO BOSS 


OUTLET 


Emmctstraai3 * Plaza Margareta 

Phone 588-5406 

Open Hours: 

Monday through Saturday: 9:30pm - 6:30pm 


World's top tech fair pins hopes on Asia, social media 



A staff member checks a display that demonstrates cloud 
computing with mobile phones at the CeBit computer fair. 


BERLIN (AFP) - The world’s 
biggest high-tech fair, the 
CeBIT, kicks off Tuesday, pin¬ 
ning its hopes on growing tech 
regions Asia and Africa and 
the hot topic of social media to 
beat competition from other 
high-profile fairs. 

More than 4,000 exhibitors 
from some 70 countries are 
expected to set up shop in the 
northern German city of 
Hanover, about the same num¬ 
ber as last year despite the 
weak economic environment, 
organisers said. 

However, even with stable 
exhibitor numbers, the CeBIT 
is a far cry from its glory days 
at the height of the dot-com 
boom, when 8,000 firms 
would scrap for places in the 
hanger-like halls of the 
sprawling fair grounds. 

CeBIT is battling competi¬ 
tion from the swanky Con¬ 
sumer Electronics Show in 
Las Vegas and the just-fin¬ 
ished Mobile World Congress 


in Barcelona but Sass insisted 
that Hanover was still top of 
the tree. 

CeBIT is also the only fair 
catering to the whole IT sector 
rather than a specific part, he 
added, announcing that tech 
giants like IBM, Microsoft, 
SAP and Google would be 
present at this year's event. 

The IT industry enters the 
CeBIT in relatively bullish 


mood, with German industry 
group BITKOM forecasting in 
the run-up to the fair that 
global tech spending was 
poised to rise by 5.1 percent to 
2.7 trillion euros ($3.5 trillion) 
this year. 

This year's CeBIT theme is 
"shareconomy", the increasing 
trend of users sharing data and 
things, with examples being 
"carsharing" and of course so¬ 


cial media sites like Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. 

Several exhibits will be de¬ 
voted to shifting the way of¬ 
fice communications are run, 
moving from email — which 
some experts see as increas¬ 
ingly obsolete — to internal so¬ 
cial media platforms. 

Innovative ways to process 
vast amounts of data as well as 
the perennial issues of cloud 
computing — storing data re¬ 
motely — and Internet security 
will also be major topics at this 
year's event. 

But as ever with the CeBIT, 
it is not all work and no play 
as there will be the usual dis¬ 
play of head-spinning gadgets 
and pointless but fun applica¬ 
tions to entertain the punters. 

For those who despair of 
finding the right items in mas¬ 
sive supermarkets, a firm has 
developed a trolley that com¬ 
municates with the shelves, 
points the hapless shopper in 
the right direction and ticks 
things off the list. 


And for the strains of daily 
life, a communications firm 
has created an app that gives 
you a read-out on your stress 
levels just from testing your 
voice. 

Another firm has pioneered 
the must-have piece of furni¬ 
ture for those accused of being 
couch potatoes. 

The chair measures weight, 
heart rate, blood pressure and 
other important health data 
and, if it doesn't like what it 
sees, transforms into a rowing 
machine so you can shift a few 
pounds while you watch your 
favourite programme. 

While the fair officially 
throws open its doors on Tues¬ 
day, German Chancellor An¬ 
gela Merkel will give the 
opening speech the night be¬ 
fore along with Polish Prime 
Minister Donald Tusk. 

Poland is this year's "part¬ 
ner country", with around 150 
Polish exhibitors expected to 
make the trip over the border. 
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CROSSWORD 



CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1 . One against 
5. Glutton 
8. Curse 

12. Cargo 

13. Expert aviator 

14. Vocalized 

15. To be (Fr.) 

16. Stages a Civil 
War battle 

18. Actor Connery 

19. “Smallville” 
damsel 

20. Laughter 
syllable 

21. Like high 
schoolers 

24-. Shoots a 

movie again 

27\ Top 

31. Earthenware 
jar 

32. Be of value to 

33. _ code 

34. Inorganic 
substance 

36. Tales 

39. Launching __ 

(NASA need) 

42. London 
farewell (2 
wds.) 

43. Unhearing 

47. Beatles song 

(3 wds.) 

49. Toga 

50. Wicked 
emperor 

51. Golf teacher 

52. *_ upon a 

time..." 

53. Flat-bottomed 



boats 

makes bath 



54. 

Compass pt. 

products 

FREE Coveraae on our website: 

55. 

Furtive 

11. Besides 




whisper 

17. Old horse 
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22. BPOE 




DOWN 

member 



1. 

Tankard fillers 

23. Listen in 


arena 

2. 

Promissory 

secretly 


38. Breathes 


_ 

24. Magnavox rival 

heavily 

3. 

Scarlett’s 

25. Make a boo- 


39. _ colada 


estate 

boo 


(cocktail) 

4. 

Exactly alike 

26. Opponent 


40. U.S. citizen 

5. 

“The Cotton 

28. Auto 


(abbr.) 


Club” locale 

29. Farrow or 


41. Shadowy 

6. 

Pacific and 

Hamm 


44. Geologic 


Indian 

30. Building wing 

periods 

7. 

Davis of 

32. Besides 


45. Fundamentals 


“Hero” 

34. Curbside 


46. Yard 

8. 

Feather scarf 

devices 


components 

9. 

Curved 

35. Lined up (3 


48. _ Alamos 


passage 

wds.) 



io. 

Jean who 

37. DDE’s military 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


MRT 02 - MRT 09 


O’stad : ‘ Botica del Pueblo ’ - S.N. ‘ ALOE N.V. 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 

Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 


Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 



Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 


Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

A / Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 

Obama orders $85 
billion spending 
cuts, blames 
Republicans 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Pres¬ 
ident Barack Obama has reluc¬ 
tantly ordered an $85 billion 
austerity drive that could slow 
the US economy and slash jobs, 
after blaming Republicans for 
refusing to stop the "dumb" 
spending cuts. 

Obama complied with his 
legal obligations and initiated 
the automatic, across-the-board 
cuts in domestic and defense 
spending Friday, following the 
failure of efforts to clinch a deal 
with Republicans on cutting the 
deficit. 

The measures could mean 
long lines at US border posts, 
reduced military readiness, cuts 
to special needs education pro¬ 
grams, and will trim the re¬ 
sources of some emergency 
services, according to White 
House officials. 

Obama had earlier blamed 
the austerity time bomb on Re¬ 
publicans, who refused to close 
tax loopholes for the rich and 
corporations combined with 
more targeted spending cuts, in 
his "balanced” approach to 
deficit reduction. 

Only three months after win¬ 
ning re-election, and with the 
extent of his authority in Wash¬ 
ington again constrained, 
Obama bemoaned his inability 
to do a "Jedi mind-meld" to get 
Republicans to change their 
minds, using imagery from Star 
Wars and Star Trek. 

Obama was bound by law to 
initiate the automatic, indis¬ 
criminate cuts, which could 
wound the already fragile econ- 


SATURDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 



omy, cost a million jobs and 
harm military readiness. 

Both sides agree that the se¬ 
quester is a blunt instrument to 
cut spending, as it does not dis¬ 
tinguish between essential and 
wasteful programs — in what 
Obama has branded a "meat- 
cleaver" approach. 

New Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel warned that the 
sequester could endanger the 
military's capacity to conduct 
its missions. 

The president appeared irri¬ 
tated but combative as he spoke 
to reporters after meeting with 
his chief foes — House Speaker 
John Boehner and Senate Re¬ 
publican Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell — and allies 
Democratic Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid and top 
House Democrat Nancy Pelosi 
in the Oval Office. 

Boehner emerged from the 
talks to signal to reporters that 
Republicans would not budge 
on Obama's key demand for a 
deal that would raise tax rev¬ 
enues. 

Even Obama's defeated elec¬ 
tion rival Mitt Romney got in 
on the action, slamming the 
president in a rare interview, 
complaining he was "blaming 
and pointing" at Republicans 
and not leading the country. 

In the report to government 
agencies, the OMB said non-ex¬ 
empt defense programs would 
be cut by 13 percent this year 
and domestic programs would 
be sliced by nine percent. 

In cash terms, reductions for 
the military amount to just over 
$42 billion, with a similar sum 
coming from non-defense re¬ 
lated spending. 

The next point of leverage is 
likely a bill to fund government 
operations, which Congress 
must pass by March 27, or see 
the government shut down. 

Both sides indicated that they 
would seek to avoid that sce¬ 
nario, meaning that the se¬ 
quester cuts may remain in 
place — unless a way can be 
found to make equal spending 
reductions that are less punitive. 


Finance 


Repsol sells Shell 
LNG assets for 
$6.65 bn 


MADRID (AFP) - Spanish en¬ 
ergy group Repsol said last 
week it had sold its liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) assets to 
Shell for $6.65 billion (5.1 bil¬ 
lion euros) in cash and debt. 

"The agreement, which 
generates a $3.5 billion pre-tax 
capital gain for Repsol, in¬ 
cludes the assets in Trinidad & 
Tobago (Atlantic LNG), Peru 
LNG and Bahia de Bizkaia 
Electricidad (BBE) as well as 
the LNG sale contracts and 
time charters," the company 
said in a statement. 

Repsol said it is keeping its 
LNG assets in Canada, and 
signed a supply agreement 
with Shell, as the current low 
gas prices in North America 
would not allow it to earn a re¬ 
turn on the Canaport regasifi¬ 
cation terminal. 

Repsol said the transaction, 
which it expects to close be¬ 
fore the end of the year, will 
mean that it surpasses the 4.5 
billion euros in divestments 
outlined in the 2012-2016 
strategic plan. 

Oman aims to hike 
oil output in 2013 

MUSCAT (AFP) - A top 
Omani oil official said 
Sunday the sultanate aims 
to increase oil production 
to 939,500 barrels per day 
this year and also raise 
gas output. 

The sultanate "will in¬ 
crease its daily production 
of oil to 939,500 barrels 
per day, and gas to 107 
million cubic metres (3.8 
trillion cubic feet), thanks 
to enhanced extraction of 
oil and the development of 
several fields," said oil 
ministry undersecretary 
Nasser al-Jishmi. 

He said average daily 
production of oil and con¬ 
densates rose 4 percent 
last year percent to reach 
918,500 bpd. 

Average daily gas pro¬ 
duction increased in 2012 
by 3.3 percent to 98.2 mil¬ 
lion cubic metres, includ¬ 
ing 80.9 million cubic 
metres of non-associate 
gas, Jishmi told reporters. 

"The sultanate's re¬ 
serves of oil and conden¬ 
sates amounted to around 
4,630 million barrels, in 
addition to 18 trillion cubic 
feet of gas," said Jishmi, 
whose country's energy 
resources are modest 
compared to its neigh¬ 
bours in the Gulf. 


"The deal strengthens the 
company’s balance sheet and 
financial position, advancing 
the goal of reinforcing its 
credit ratings, and reduces 
Repsol’s net debt by more than 
half to 2.2 billion euros, ex¬ 
cluding Gas Natural Fenosa," 
added the company. 

It said the funds obtained 
from the will allow it to boost 
its upstream organic growth 
strategy and build upon its ex¬ 
ploratory successes. 


BERLIN (AFP) - European 
Economic Affairs Commis¬ 
sioner Olli Rehn has warned 
that debt-riven Cyprus could 
exit the eurozone without a 
bailout in an interview with a 
German news weekly pub¬ 
lished Sunday. 

"Even if you come from a 
big EU country, you should be 
aware that every euro member 
is systemically relevant," Rehn 
told Spiegel magazine when 
asked why Cyprus needed a 
rescue programme. 

"If Cyprus became bankrupt 
in a disorderly way, the result 
would be almost certainly an 
exit from the eurozone," he 
said in the edition due to hit 
newsstands Monday. 

He added that a pledge by 
the members of the single cur¬ 
rency to preserve the euro's 
unity had calmed the financial 
markets. "We should not en¬ 
danger this success," he 
warned. 

New Cypriot President 


FOR SALE 


WKS 51 & 52 

TROPICANA BEACH & 
CASINO RESORT 
TIMESHARE, 
NEAR LA CABANA 
RESORT, EAGLE BEACH 
PRIME CHRISTMAS/ 
NEW YEAR WEEKS, 1 
BDRM /I BATH 
/KITCHEN, 3RD FLOOR 
POOL VIEW,SPACIOUS 
SUITE, SLEEPS 4 
SELLING AT 
US $6,500 PER 
WEEK. 

FOR MORE INFO 
PLEASE EMAIL: 
timesharesinaruba@yahoo 
.com OR 

CALL 860 705 3320 


Nicos Anastasiades has vowed 
to save the nearly bankrupt 
Mediterranean island from fi¬ 
nancial meltdown saying he 
will seek to secure an "earliest 
possible" bailout. 

Euro finance ministers are 
due to resume discussions on a 
Cyprus bailout package on 
Monday. 

Cyprus wants a 17-billion- 
euro ($22.3 billion) loan from 
its eurozone partners and the 
International Monetary Fund, 
equal to the size of its econ¬ 
omy. 

But the EU and IMF want 
guarantees on the viability of 
Cypriot debt after learning the 
hard way from their bailout of 
Greece that began in 2010 and 
was restructured in 2012. 

German Finance Minister 
Wolfgang Schaeuble told Sun¬ 
day's Tagesspiegel newspaper 
that the Cypriot problem was 
"not easy to solve" but insisted 
an "appropriate" solution 
would be found. 



- MONTESSON (AFP) - Mushroom grower Angel Moioli, 
52, poses among his cultures on February 27, 2013 in 
Montesson, outside Paris. Mushroom growers are only 
a handful left in a market that has become more compet¬ 
itive : a few kilometers away from the capital, the last 
producers of button mushrooms still resist, wanting 
their production to remain a regional specialty. 


EU economy commissioner 
warns over Cyprus euro exit 
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US-Mexico border an obstacle to 
immigration reform 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - Im¬ 
migration reform is one of 
President Barack Obama's 
priorities for his second term, 
and for a wide-reaching pack¬ 
age to pass, lawmakers need 
to be convinced that the bor¬ 
der with Mexico is secure. 

But that is no easy sell. 

Apprehensions of undocu¬ 
mented aliens at the frontier 
have dropped 50 percent 
since 2008, going to 365,000 
people last year, which the 
Obama administration cites as 
evidence that border security 
measures work. 

And deportations of aliens 
without residency permits, 
particularly those with crimi¬ 
nal records — a key govern¬ 
ment goal — stand at about 
400,000 a year. 

But the investigative arm 
of Congress, the Government 
Accountability Office 

(GAO), dampened the gov¬ 
ernment's optimism last 
week. 

A report submitted to the 
House of Representatives said 
the number of apprehensions 


at the US-Mexico border 
"provides some useful infor¬ 
mation but does not position 
the department to be able to 
report on how effective its ef¬ 
forts are at securing the bor¬ 
der." 

"The Border Patrol is in 
the process of developing 
goals and measures; however, 
it has not yet set target time- 
frames and milestones for 
completing its efforts," it 
added. 

Marc Rosenblum, an im¬ 
migration policy expert with 
the Congressional Research 
Service, said that "the size 
and diversity of the US bor¬ 
der mean that no single, 
quantitative, off-the-shelf in¬ 
dicator accurately and reli¬ 
ably provides a metric or a 
'score' for border enforce¬ 
ment." 

Another report found that 
southern US cities, in partic¬ 
ular El Paso, Texas just 
across the border from drug 
violence-plagued Ciudad 
Juarez, are the safest in the 
country, with constantly 


dropping rates of 
all kinds of 
crime. That 
study was based 
on FBI figures. 

So far, the Re¬ 
publicans, who 
control the 
House, have 
been adamant 
that they will not 
approve major 
immigration re¬ 
form until they 
are convinced 
the border is se¬ 
cure. 

US authori¬ 
ties estimate 
there are 11.5 million illegal 
aliens in the United States, 
most of them Mexican and 
Central American, though the 
flow from Mexico has practi¬ 
cally dried up. 

Homeland Security Secre¬ 
tary Janet Napolitano says a 
100 percent secure border is 
impossible, and now she has 
to deal with her slice of the 
so-called sequester, or deep 
cuts in public spending. 

It means her funding will 
be slashed by an amount 
equivalent to the salaries of 
5,000 border agents. 

The border between the 
United States and Mexico is 
the busiest in the world, with 
350 million people crossing it 
every year. 

Figures on border activity 
have always been problematic 
because they only take into 
account apprehensions and 
people caught more than once 
trying to sneak in, not those 
who do make it across into 
the US, or the effect of factors 
such as like tunnels. 


Three years ago the De¬ 
partment of Homeland Secu¬ 
rity announced it would use a 
new measuring tool, called 
operational control of the bor¬ 
der, with five levels of effec¬ 
tiveness. 

When the agency acknowl¬ 
edged that it had top- and sec¬ 
ond-level control of only 57 
percent of the more than 
3,000 miles (4,800 kilome¬ 
ters) that make up the border 
with Mexico, Republicans ex¬ 
pressed outrage. 

The department dumped 
that tool the next year, and for 
now it uses figures on appre¬ 
hensions of illegals. 

The GAO report said 
Homeland Security has 
pledged to present new goals 
and timeframes in November 
of this year — a target that 
hardly suits the White 
House's stated goal of getting 
reform passed in a matter of 
months. 

One idea being debated is 
to create an independent com¬ 
mission that will determine 
when it thinks the border is 
secure. 

Advocates of immigration 
reform that the debate could 
really go on forever. 

"You're never going to seal 
that border," Napolitano said 
in a speech last week. 

But another key factor in 
the debate is this: around 40 
percent of the illegal aliens in 
the country probably entered 
the United States legally, with 
a visa that has since expired, 
according to Homeland Secu¬ 
rity figures. 
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Japan 

cosmetics 

giant 

Shiseido 

ditches 

animal 

testing 

TOKYO (AFP) - Japan's Shi¬ 
seido said it was mostly drop¬ 
ping animal-tested cosmetics, 
as the European Union gets set 
to finalise a sweeping ban on 
the sale of such products later 
this month. 

But the company said ex¬ 
ceptions to the policy meant it 
would still allow animal test¬ 
ing when that was the only 
way of proving the safety of 
products already being sold in 
the market, and in some coun¬ 
tries where animal testing is 
legally required. 

The policy, which starts 
from April, applies to all of the 
Tokyo-based cosmetic giant's 
production sites, including 
those run by suppliers, it said. 

Activists have for years 
pressured cosmetic firms and 
other companies that use ani¬ 
mal testing to find alternatives 
to the practice, which they say 
is cruel and unnecessary. 

Shiseido said it could en¬ 
sure the safety of its products 
through others means, includ¬ 
ing using data from past exper¬ 
iments, human volunteers and 
other kinds of testing. 
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Spend a fun evening with friends 

at Barney’s 



A place where you feel like you are with friends 


—A few months ago, Palm 
Beach welcomed a cozy new 
place that offers good food, 
great prices and a uniquely 
warm, welcoming ambiance 
that makes patrons feel as if 
they are visiting with friends 
rather than just eating out. Even 
the name, “Barney’s”, which 
was inspired by Barney Rubble 


of the Flintstones, is an expres¬ 
sion of the good humor of its 
owners and your hosts, Ron 
and Elina. 

Ron and Elina have a very 
congenial division of labor; he 
enjoys being bartender and 
playing around with his “cock¬ 
tail of the day” while she sees 
to it that everyone is well satis¬ 


fied with their meal. Chef Jan 
is in the kitchen doing his 
magic; patrons praise their 
spicy Firecracker Shrimp appe¬ 
tizer and mushrooms stuffed 
with escargot, priced at $9.50 
and $8.50, or the Smoked Trout 
Fillet for a real gourmet treat. 

They are particularly popu¬ 
lar for their “Build Your Own 


Barney Burger” using specially 
imported organic beef from 
Holland, guaranteed to have 
been raised without steroids or 
antibiotics, only $9.50 with 
fries and coleslaw. Patrons are 
handed a special hamburger 
checklist, which features a full 
menu of toppings, sauces and 
cheeses to customize your order 
to create the ideal burger. One 
can also opt for a second or 
third hamburger patty for a very 
nominal cost. 

High end items on the 
menu, such as the Seafood 
Pasta, are only $20.50. They 
also have a kid’s menu with fa¬ 
vorites such as a Kid’s Burger, 
chicken fingers and Mac & 
Cheese; most items are only 
$4. One regular described the 
place as particularly “kid- 
friendly,” with Elina, a mother 
herself, having devised a num¬ 
ber of methods to keep young 
ones entertained. The menu has 
a range to please patrons who 
are in the mood for something 
simple while other can be in¬ 
dulgent gourmands. 

Tuesday through Saturday 


evenings they have specialty 
nights at bargain rates. Tuesday 
is Schnitzel Night, with a 
choice of chicken or pork 
schnitzel prepared any of five 
ways, a platter with salad and 
side dish is $17.50. Wednesday 
is “All you can eat grouper, 
prepared any of five ways, with 
veggies and side dish, $19.50. 
Thursday they do it again with 
unlimited ribs done three ways 
for $17.50 with salad, slaw and 
fries, Saturday means endless 
rib eye steak with salad and 
fries for $19.50. Friday evening 
ends the work week with 
Karaoke Night, a convivial and 
fun evening when islanders 
kick back and let loose their 
inner rock star. 

Barney’s is located just next 
to the huge supermarket on the 
Palm Beach/Noord road, not 
far from the gas station. They 
are open from 5:00 to 11:00 
PM and closed on Mondays. 
Check out their full menu at 
http ://www.barneysaruba.co 
m or call 586-5420 for reser¬ 
vations and directions. 


Gold Coast Aruba: This is the time to invest 



Management of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island’s newest and 
most innovative gated com¬ 
munity, reports that sales have 
been very good and encourag¬ 
ing as the global economy re¬ 
covers and people looking to 
purchase vacation homes have 
found that Gold Coast is an 
outstanding investment value. 
Director of Sales, Fito Croes 
has noticed a surprising per¬ 
centage of owners in reality do 
not spend a great amount of 
time personally to use the vil¬ 
las or town homes they pur¬ 
chase, but are taking 
advantage of Gold Coast’s 
rental services to turn their in¬ 
vestment into ready income. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the island,” 
he remarked, “but I am grati¬ 
fied by how many are buying 
because they felt secure with 
real estate investment on 
Aruba. They really study the 
history and economy of the is¬ 
land and are impressed with 
the political stability and con¬ 
tinually increasing value of 
prime locations. Gold Coast is 
in the heart of Malmok, con¬ 
sidered Aruba’s most exclu¬ 
sive community where the 
value of properties has only in¬ 
creased over time. It is only 
minutes to the best beaches 


and all the action, and yet of¬ 
fers a quiet and secluded get¬ 
away; we are very pleased by 
the response to our concept.” 

Fito, with his sister Mayrin 
and brother Rudy operate Cas 
Bon, which has been con¬ 
structing homes and building 
developments for all budgets 
for nearly twenty years. “Gold 
Coast Aruba is the jewel in our 
crown,” observes Fito. “We 
were very excited about this 
project and the scope of actual 
and planned facilities and 
amenities. We have spoken to 
countless island visitors to find 
out what they would really 
want in a permanent residence 
on Aruba, and took from 
there.” 

Input from frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who have dreamed of 
their own home in Aruba con¬ 
tributed to the realization of 


Gold Coast Aruba which when 
complete will be a community 
of 260 town homes, villas and 
condominiums with a stunning 
clubhouse complemented by 
two additional community 
pool areas , The Clubhouse is 
about to start construction and 
will offer to the community 
homeowners and visitors 2 
tennis courts, full service spa 
and fitness center as well as a 
stunning pool area and is ex¬ 
pected to be complete by early 
2013. It will also house a 
restaurant and mini-market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking only 
a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 50% 
appreciation on their invest¬ 
ment, particularly those taking 
advantage of the on site man¬ 
agement’s rental services pro¬ 
gram. There is always a great 


demand for Aruba and facili¬ 
ties such as those at Gold 
Coast, make it easy for some 
owners to see a valuable return 
on their investment. 

The design of the resi¬ 
dences and public areas is 
open, airy and spacious, taking 
full advantage of the island en¬ 
vironment, with quality con¬ 
struction and finishing 
available. Partnering with two 
of Aruba’s top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options allowing buyers 
to individualize their homes. 
An elegant and chic furniture 
package is available or island 
designers will assist owners in 
finishing the decor to their 
specific tastes. 

There are many aspects to 
purchasing property; not the 
least is the future value of the 


investment. To further en¬ 
hance this, Gold Coast man¬ 
agement have inaugurated a 
number of in-house services 
and have recently become af¬ 
filiated Interval International, 
the world’s largest network of 
vacation ownership properties 
which provides an unlimited 
international pool of investors 
to tap for ownership and rental 
prospects. Property exchange 
for a vacation in another desti¬ 
nation is also available 
through the Interval Interna¬ 
tional affiliation. Gold Coast’s 
own rental services have also 
proven highly successful in as¬ 
sisting owners in renting their 
villas; 24-hour security and 
maintenance services also tip 
the scales when it is time to 
make a decision. Aside from 
all this, housekeeping, child 
care, catering services , car 
rental through its partnership 
with AVIS car rental are also 
available as well as pre-shop- 
ping services so cupboards 
and refrigerators are stocked 
upon arrival, which can also 
be arranged through their 
property management depart¬ 
ment. Personnel are also avail¬ 
able to assist in arranging 
restaurant reservations and is¬ 
land activities. 

Visit their website: www. 
goldcoastaruba.com for 
more details and availability 
or call 586-2200 to arrange a 
personal tour. 
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'Romanci 


.ONDAY THRU SATURDAY 8-11 AM 

1 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached) 

WITH BACON, AND LINK SAUSAGES. 
POTATOES, TOAST AND COFFEE OR TEA. 


JACso open for Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar Every Day From 5-7pm 

Lunch 


Dinner Salad 


Soup oS the day 


Lemon chicken Breast 


Petite Filet Mignon 
or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 
Chocolate 


Vanilla 


I Filet ok Grouper I t<huim 

All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our Famous HOT Stone 


.OCATED AT: 

Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
TE: 5 86 4046 


Dinner 

$ 24 . 9 $ 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 



DUBAI (AFP) - Novak 
Djokovic won his fifth title in six 
tournaments and extended an 
unbeaten mn to 18 matches as he 
clinched a fourth Dubai Open 
title with a 7-5, 6-3 win over 
Tomas Berdych on Saturday. 

The world number one from 
Serbia underlined his pre-emi¬ 
nence in the world game with 
an athletically aggressive per¬ 
formance against the world 
number six from the Czech 
Republic, who knocked out 
Roger Federer, the titleholder, 


in the semi-finals. 

These moments suggested 
that the biggest difference be¬ 
tween the two men is a mental 
one, something indicated again 
near the end when Djokovic 
coped with a time violation 
warning from the umpire as he 
was serving for the match. 

Djokovic was clearly de¬ 
lighted to triumph in his first 
tournament since successfully 
defending the Australian Open 
title five weeks ago. 



ANTARCTICA -: A runner looks at a penguin as he takes 
part in the Antarctic Marathon, held for the first time in 
the frozen continent, on March 1, 2013. Fifty-two com¬ 
petitors from different countries took part in the race. 


Football: Atletico miss chance to 
close gap on Barca 


MADRID (AFP) - Atletico 
Madrid missed the chance to 
close the gap on Barcelona at 
the top of La Liga to nine 
points as they had to settle for 
a point from a disappointing 0- 
0 draw at Malaga. 

The visitors started brightly 
with Diego Costa, Arda Turan 
and Cristiano Rodriguez all 
having efforts at goal, but it was 
Thibaut Courtois who was 
forced into the first serious save 
of the game as he diverted Mar¬ 
tin Demichelis’ header wide. 

And despite Atleti’s domi¬ 
nance in possession after the 
break it was again Malaga who 
came closest to scoring as 
Weligton headed inches past 
Courtois’ far post from Vi- 
torino Artunes' free-kick. 

The point does help both 
sides European ambitions 
though as Atletico open up a 
two-point gap over Real 
Madrid in third and Malaga 


move a point ahead of Valen¬ 
cia in the fight for the final 
Champions League place in 
fourth. 

This fixture also finished 0- 
0 in Diego Simeone's first 
game in charge of Atletico just 
over a year ago but there was 
no indication of another stale¬ 
mate after an end-to-end open¬ 
ing 20 minutes. 

Costa shanked horribly wide 
when he should have hit the 
target before Arda sent another 
effort fizzing just past Willy 
Caballero’s right-hand post. 

Courtois was forced into his 
first save of the game mo¬ 
ments later, but Lucas Piazon's 
header lacked the necessary 
power to seriously trouble the 
Belgian. 

Arda then tested Caballero 
with another drive from dis¬ 
tance and Rodriguez also 
dragged a shot just off target 
as Atleti continued to press but 


they were grateful to Courtois 
just to keep the scores level on 
18 minutes as he somehow 
turned Demichelis’ downward 
header behind. 

Thereafter though the game 
lacked rhythm and excitement 
as both sides cancelled each 
other out. 

One of the few players who 
did look like creating some¬ 
thing was Costa, but after he 
was rightly booked for diving 
to try and win a penalty on the 
hour mark he was replaced by 
Simeone for fear of picking up 
a second yellow card. 

The best effort of the second 
period arrived 13 minutes 
from time as Weligton headed 
Antunes’ free-kick just past 
under pressure from a posse of 
Atelti defenders before Ca¬ 
ballero had one more routine 
save to make from Mario 
Suarez to ensure the spoils 
were shared. 


LeBron James mulls offer to 
participate in the NBA's dunk contest 



— LeBron James apparently is 
still mulling Magic Johnson's 
$ 1 million offer to finally par¬ 
ticipate in the NBA's dunk 
contest. 

James told ESPN's Lisa 
Salters that, although he hasn't 
decided on a response to 
Johnson's offer, he frequently 
considers entering the dunk 
contest. 

James had never taken part 
in the dunk contest in his 10- 


year career despite consis¬ 
tently throwing down trophy¬ 
worthy slams in warm-ups 
and games. The three-time 
league MVP told Salters, 
however, that he has consid¬ 
ered participating. 

Johnson addressed the 
issue Lriday on ESPN's "Kia 
NBA Countdown," claiming 
that he would pay $ 1 million 
to James — or anyone who 


can beat him in the dunk con¬ 
test. 

James acknowledged being 
aware of the lucrative offer. 

"Tell him I'll get back to 
him," James told Salters. 

The NBA currently pays 
$100,000 to the winner and 
$50,000 to the runner-up. 
ESPN analyst Jalen Rose 
called for more elite players to 
take part, as well. 



Come, 

stay with m! 

A well situated, quiet 
apartment complex 
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Athletics: Golden Lavillenie 
rages as mighty leap ruled out 



Boxing: Cuba's Abril 
retains WBA title 



Richard Abril (r) lamds a punch to Sharif Bogere 


GOTHENBURG (AFP) - 
Olympic champion Renaud 
Lavillenie won a third Euro¬ 
pean indoor polevault title on 
Sunday, but was furious that a 
mighty 6.07m attempt was 
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ruled out over a technical 
hitch. 

The Frenchman took gold 
with 6.01m before success¬ 
fully clearing 6.07m on his 
third and final attempt which 
would have made him the sec¬ 
ond highest vaulter in history 
behind the legendary Sergei 


Bubka. 

But officials ruled his at¬ 
tempt was invalid as the bar, 
which he had touched, stayed 
in place despite having 
bounced out of position. 

A furious Lavillenie kicked 
out at the advertising hoard¬ 
ings and launched an angry 
tirade against the judges be¬ 
fore collapsing to the floor. 

After a tense few moments, 
the French athlete reluctantly 
accepted the decision and cel¬ 
ebrated his victory, achieved 
ahead of German duo, Bjorn 
Otto, who recorded 5.76m, 
and Malte Mohr, 5.76m. 

The men's 800m was won 
by defending champion Adam 
Kszczot of Poland in a time of 
1:48.69, with silver going to 
Spain's Kevin Lopez (1:49.31) 
and the bronze to rising British 
star Mukhtar Mohammed in 
1:49.60. 


LAS VEGAS, (AFP) - A 
bloodied Richard Abril scored 
a unanimous decision over 
Sharif Bogere to retain his 
World Boxing Association 
lightweight title on Saturday at 
the Hard Rock Hotel and 
Casino. 

Cuba's Abril won on all 
three judges' scorecards (115- 
111, 116-110, 116-110) as he 
handed the Ugandan his first 
loss as a professional. 

The 30-year-old Abril im¬ 
proved to 18-3 with one draw 
and eight knockouts, landing 
35 percent of his total punches 
to just 15 percent landed for 
Uganda's Bogere. 


Bogere had a point de¬ 
ducted in the 12th round for a 
headbutt, while Abril had a 
point taken away in the eighth 
round for holding. 

Abril, who suffered a cut 
above his eye from a headbutt 
in round six, was making his 
first appearance in the ring 
since losing a split decision to 
unbeaten American Brandon 
Rios in April. 

Bogere dropped to 23-1 
with 15 knockouts. 

Abril said he wants his next 
fight to be against WBC light¬ 
weight champion Adrien 
Broner. 


FC Barcelona Beaten, 
second time in five days 



MADRID (AFP) - : Barcelona's goalkeeper Victor Valdes 
(2ndR) argues with referee Perez Lasa (R) at the end of 
the "El clasico" Spanish League football match Real 
Madrid vs Barcelona, referee Miguel Perez Lasa didn't 
award a penalty from what appeared to be a trip by 
Ramos on Adriano and keeper Victor Valdes was sent- 
off after the final whistle for his protestations. Real 
Madrid won 2-1. Barca still lead the table by 12 points 
and are 13 clear of Real. 



ACAPULCO (AFP) : Rafael Nadal of Spain wears a tradi¬ 
tional Mexican mariachi hat while holding the winning 
trophy after defeating his compatriot David Ferrer at the 
Mexico ATP Open men's single final in Acapulco, Guer¬ 
rero state on March 2, 2013. Rafael Nadal beats David 
Ferrer 6-0, 6-2. 
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Baseball: Champs J apan, Taiwan grab second 
WBC wins 



Japan's Sho Nakata (R) makes a single against China 


The Netherlan’s team 


FUKUOKA (AFP) - Reigning 
champions Japan beat China 
and Taiwan came from behind 
against the Netherlands as the 
two co-hosts neared round two 
of the World Baseball Classic 
with their second straight wins 
on Sunday. 

Japan were easy 5-2 win¬ 
ners against China in Fukuoka, 
while in Taichung, Taiwan re¬ 
covered from 0-3 down to 
storm past the Netherlands 8- 
3. Both teams have now won 
their first two pool games with 
just one left to play. 

Powerful Cuba, the 2006 fi¬ 
nalists, also opened their Pool 
A campaign with a compre¬ 


hensive 5-2 defeat of Brazil, 
who sunk to their second loss 
after being beaten by Japan on 
Saturday. 

In Taichung, Yang Dai- 
kang fired a two-run homer to 
round off Taiwan’s victory 
over the Netherlands, stacked 
with players from the Dutch 
Antilles, who shocked 2009 
runners-up South Korea on 
Saturday. 

Taiwan gave the Nether¬ 
lands three straight walks in 
the second inning, and the 
Dutchmen eventually capital¬ 
ized on another walk and a hit 
by outfielder Kalian Sams to 
lead 3-0. 


But Chang Chien-ming hit 
a single between the third and 
shortstop to give Taiwan one 
run in the bottom of the same 
inning, and they made it 5-3 in 
the fourth inning with one hit, 
one walk with full bases and 
two sacrifice flies. 

Taiwan consolidated the 
victory with catcher Lin 
Hung-yu hitting a double to 
make it 6-3, and Yang's home 
run for 8-3. 

Cuba were quiet until Eris- 
bel Arruebarruena earned their 
first hit to send Jose Fernandez 
to third base in the fifth inning, 
before scoring the first run on 


Guillermo Heredia's grounder 
to shortstop, as Brazil missed 
a double play. 

Outfielder Alexei Bell hit a 
single to the left field to make 
it 2-0. Pinch-hitter Raul Gon¬ 
zalez made it 3-0 in the sixth 
inning and Arruebarruena 
added two more runs before 
Brazil managed to claw two 
back. 

Brazilian fourth batter 
Daniel Matsumoto hit an in¬ 
field single with the second 
and third bases occupied to 
pull one back before Reinaldo 
Sato welcomed a runner from 
the third base by hitting a 
grounder to the short stop. 


In Sunday's later game, 
Kenta Maeda, starter for two- 
time defending champions 
Japan, shut out five innings 
and gave up only one single to 
become the winning pitcher. 

"Our pitchers did their job 
really well today. We took a 1 - 
0 lead and it was not enough. 
Then we took another four 
points. It was a very good 
game for us," said head coach 
Koji Yamamoto. 

The top two teams in Pool 
A and Pool B will reach the 
second round in Tokyo, which 
will decide which two sides 
progress to the final games 
later this month in San Fran¬ 
cisco. 
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